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years, a, certain portion of his holding, and?
after sowing it at his own cost, to make over the
field to the Savk&r, who takes charge of it, and
reaps the crops when they are ready. And so, at
ti small cost, the Savkar gets a part of the pro-
duce of the cultivator's fields, and is thus enabled
to recover what would have been a bad debt.
It is most difficult   to ascertain,  with   any
approach to  accuracy,   the  pro-
Proportion of             .                             .
agricuitmists in    portion ot the agriculturists who
debt.
are in debt. No reliable statistics
<jan at present be obtained for this purpose.
But, on a rough estimate, it may be assumed
that about eighty per cent, of our cultiva-
tors are in debt. The state of indebtedness, of
course, varies in degree. In some instances the
cultivators are hopelessly sunk in debt; in others
the proportion of their debts may amount to
their income for three or four years, while in
many cases, their indebtedness certainly amounts
to their income for one year. We have taken at
random five villages of the Gandapur taluka, and
on instituting inquiries into the indebtedness